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the present day that we can estimate the awe and
respect imposed upon mankind, the enthusiasm and
devotion animating the people, or the phalanx who
proclaimed the majesty of God, and the necessity of
His worship through the observance of good faith
between man and man; who exhibited examples of
love in the household, devotion in the temple, union
in the camp, valour in the field: who associated with
themselves at once the loftiest conceptions of natural
devotion and the most trivial observances of personal
cleanliness.

The faiths with which it stood in competition
were Christianity, chiefly as represented by the
Greek Church; Judaism, then possessed of great
political and military power; and Kre-worship.
"With the latter we have little to do, although it is
also associated with Islam in reference to all the
doctrines which it holds in common with Christ-
ianity ; as, for instance, that most remarkable of all,
the resurrection of the body, re-promulgated on the
banks of the Oxus 600 years before the Christian
era. As regards Judaism and Christianity, Islam
adopted them as its models; they were the sources of
its faith. The same revered personages were alike
prophets and teachers for all three; there was blood
alliance.